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PASS DIRECTOR, NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
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TAGS: EFIS JA XP 

SUB J : BRISTOL BAY SALMON ISSUE 
REF: TOKYO 5830 

1. IN RESPONSE TO EMBASSY URGINGS TO FONOFF AND FISHERIES 
AGENCY THAT GOJ TAKE ACTION EXPEDITIOUSLY ON SALMON ISSUE, 
MATSUURA (HEAD, FIRST NORTH AMERICA DIVISION, FONOFF) 

CALLED ECONCOM/COUNS MAY 9 TO ADVISE HIM QTE INFORMALLY 
UNQTE RE STATE OF PLAY WITHIN GOJ AND FISHING INDUSTRY ON 
SALMON ISSUE. ACCORDING TO MATSUURA, SINCE MOTHERSHIPS 
SCHEDULED LEAVE JAPAN MAY 15 THERE HAVE BEEN ACTIVE CON- 
SULTATIONS AMONG FONOFF, FISHERIES AGENCY AND FISHERIES 
INDUSTRY. LATTER IS NOW GIVING SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO 
ADOPTING VOLUNTARY CONTROLS OVER AREA OF SALMON FISHING 
OPERATIONS. ALTHOUGH THESE CONSULTATIONS NOT YET COMPLETED, 
IT APPEARS THAT AREA OF VOLUNTARY CONTROL WOULD BE MORE 

OR LESS SAME AS THAT PROPOSED FORMALLY BY GOJ AT SEATTLE 
MEETING AND REJECTED BY USG. MATSUURA PROMISED 
FORMAL RESPONSE BY GOJ, PROBABLY CONCURRENTLY IN TOKYO 
AND WASHINGTON, BEFORE MAY 15, PROBABLY EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

2. ECONCOM/COUNS MADE NO SUBSTANTIVE REPLY. DEPT MAY WISH 
PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPROACH TO MATSUURA BEFORE 
FINAL DECISION TAKEN BY JAPAN. SHOESMITH 
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